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The Anatomy of Myth is a comprehensive study of the different methods of interpreting myths developed by
the Greeks, adopted by the Romans, and eventually passed on to Jewish and Christian interpreters of the
Bible. Greek thinkers only rarely saw "myth" as a category of thought in its own right. Most often they
viewed myths as the creation of poets, or else as an ancient revelation that had been corrupted by them. In
the first instance, critics attempted to find in the intention of the authors some deeper truth, whether physical
or spiritual; in the second, they deemed it necessary to clear away poetic falsehoods in order to recapture an
ancient revelation. Parallel to the philosophical critiques were the efforts of early historians to explain myths
as exaggerated history; myths could be purified by logos (reason) and rendered believable. Practically all of
these early methods could be lumped under the term "allegory"--to intend something different from what one
expressed. Only occasionally did philosophers veer from a concern for the literal truth of myths but a few
thinkers, while acknowledging myths as fictions, defended their value for the examples of good and bad
human behavior they offered. These early efforts were invaluable for the development of critical thinking,
enabling public criticism of even the most authoritative texts. The Church Fathers took the interpretative
methods of their pagan contemporaries and applied them vigorously to their reading of the scriptures. Pagan
Greek methods of myth interpretation passed into the Middle Ages and beyond, serving as a perennial
defense against the damaging effects of scriptural literalism and fundamentalism.
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From reader reviews:

Teresa Jones:

Reading a e-book can be one of a lot of task that everyone in the world likes. Do you like reading book and
so. There are a lot of reasons why people like it. First reading a guide will give you a lot of new information.
When you read a e-book you will get new information due to the fact book is one of numerous ways to share
the information or their idea. Second, reading a book will make an individual more imaginative. When you
reading a book especially fiction book the author will bring someone to imagine the story how the character
types do it anything. Third, it is possible to share your knowledge to other people. When you read this The
Anatomy of Myth: The Art of Interpretation from the Presocratics to the Church Fathers, it is possible to tells
your family, friends and also soon about yours reserve. Your knowledge can inspire different ones, make
them reading a e-book.

Joseph Navarro:

Often the book The Anatomy of Myth: The Art of Interpretation from the Presocratics to the Church Fathers
has a lot of information on it. So when you check out this book you can get a lot of help. The book was
authored by the very famous author. The author makes some research prior to write this book. This specific
book very easy to read you can get the point easily after reading this book.

James Cansler:

In this period of time globalization it is important to someone to receive information. The information will
make someone to understand the condition of the world. The fitness of the world makes the information
easier to share. You can find a lot of personal references to get information example: internet, paper, book,
and soon. You can see that now, a lot of publisher in which print many kinds of book. Often the book that
recommended to you personally is The Anatomy of Myth: The Art of Interpretation from the Presocratics to
the Church Fathers this guide consist a lot of the information with the condition of this world now. That book
was represented so why is the world has grown up. The words styles that writer use to explain it is easy to
understand. The particular writer made some analysis when he makes this book. Honestly, that is why this
book suitable all of you.

Aida Zambrana:

This The Anatomy of Myth: The Art of Interpretation from the Presocratics to the Church Fathers is brand
new way for you who has curiosity to look for some information given it relief your hunger of knowledge.
Getting deeper you on it getting knowledge more you know otherwise you who still having little bit of digest
in reading this The Anatomy of Myth: The Art of Interpretation from the Presocratics to the Church Fathers
can be the light food for you because the information inside this book is easy to get through anyone. These
books develop itself in the form which can be reachable by anyone, yes I mean in the e-book form. People
who think that in publication form make them feel sleepy even dizzy this reserve is the answer. So you



cannot find any in reading a guide especially this one. You can find what you are looking for. It should be
here for a person. So , don't miss that! Just read this e-book style for your better life along with knowledge.
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