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These letters to a beloved son and his family tell the poignant story of one woman's life in Nazi-occupied
Prague and help explain why some Jews stayed behind.

Henriette Pollatschek was 69 years old when the Nazis marched into Prague, where she and her daughter had
sought refuge after fleeing their German-held homeland in northern Bohemia. Henriette's son and his family
had already escaped to Switzerland and later to Cuba and the United States. At each step of the way, her
family urged Henriette to join them. But in the face of what was then only a vague and, to many,
unbelievable threat of danger, she was unwilling to abandon her financial independence, her accustomed way
of life, and the familial objects she had gathered over a lifetime. As living conditions for Jews worsened in
Nazi-occupied Prague, however, Henriette began to have second thoughts. Her letters to her son and his
family in Havana reveal an increasingly desperate situation as the obstacles to escape mounted while living
conditions eroded. Ultimately both Henriette and her daughter perished.

Henriette Pollatschek's letters provide a detailed picture of the lives of Jews in Prague during the war years:
the evictions, the food shortages, the worries about livelihood, and the increasing prohibitions and
regulations, as well as the brave and cheerful attempts to maintain a normal life and bear hardships.
Henriette's letters also help explain why more Jews did not escape. As Renata Polt, Henriette's
granddaughter, concludes, "Who could imagine a Holocaust?"

Translated, edited, and annotated by Polt and illustrated with intimate family snapshots, this book brings the
horrors and dilemmas of the Holocaust alive in a moving, personal account while answering pertinent
historical questions about the motives of Jews who stayed behind.

Renata Polt is a free-lance writer and film critic living in Berkeley, California.
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From reader reviews:

John McDole:

Book is written, printed, or highlighted for everything. You can know everything you want by a book. Book
has a different type. We all know that that book is important factor to bring us around the world. Beside that
you can your reading talent was fluently. A guide A Thousand Kisses: A Grandmother's Holocaust Letters
(Judaic Studies Series) will make you to possibly be smarter. You can feel more confidence if you can know
about almost everything. But some of you think this open or reading a book make you bored. It isn't make
you fun. Why they can be thought like that? Have you searching for best book or suited book with you?

Deborah Hayes:

The reason? Because this A Thousand Kisses: A Grandmother's Holocaust Letters (Judaic Studies Series) is
an unordinary book that the inside of the book waiting for you to snap the item but latter it will zap you with
the secret it inside. Reading this book alongside it was fantastic author who also write the book in such
awesome way makes the content interior easier to understand, entertaining method but still convey the
meaning totally. So , it is good for you for not hesitating having this anymore or you going to regret it. This
book will give you a lot of positive aspects than the other book get such as help improving your skill and
your critical thinking method. So , still want to hold up having that book? If I ended up you I will go to the
publication store hurriedly.

Edna Davis:

In this period globalization it is important to someone to obtain information. The information will make
anyone to understand the condition of the world. The healthiness of the world makes the information quicker
to share. You can find a lot of references to get information example: internet, magazine, book, and soon.
You can view that now, a lot of publisher in which print many kinds of book. Typically the book that
recommended for your requirements is A Thousand Kisses: A Grandmother's Holocaust Letters (Judaic
Studies Series) this reserve consist a lot of the information on the condition of this world now. This kind of
book was represented just how can the world has grown up. The words styles that writer value to explain it is
easy to understand. The writer made some study when he makes this book. That is why this book appropriate
all of you.

Irene Robertson:

In this particular era which is the greater man or who has ability in doing something more are more important
than other. Do you want to become certainly one of it? It is just simple approach to have that. What you have
to do is just spending your time very little but quite enough to possess a look at some books. One of several
books in the top record in your reading list is actually A Thousand Kisses: A Grandmother's Holocaust
Letters (Judaic Studies Series). This book that is qualified as The Hungry Hillsides can get you closer in
turning into precious person. By looking right up and review this publication you can get many advantages.
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