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Farm Prices was first published in 1958. Minnesota Archive Editions uses digital technology to make long-
unavailable books once again accessible, and are published unaltered from the original University of
Minnesota Press editions.

Few domestic questions are so controversial as the farm problem, yet the average city man finds it difficult to
understand the basic issues involved. In this book Professor Cochrane describes for the layman the nature
and causes of the commercial farm problem and the rural poverty problem and provides the basis for making
informed judgments about these problems and their possible solutions. He analyzes the economic and
political forces which are at work in the farm economy, explains the organization of modern agriculture,
showing the unique structure of farming, and draws a vivid picture of the revolutionary developments which
have taken place in agriculture. He discusses behavior patterns of farmers and consumers as they relate to the
farm economy, and the role of government in the farm industry and in the lives of farmers.

Farm prices are constantly fluctuating, and out of this price variability emerge such serious and continuing
farm problems as variable incomes, low incomes over extended periods, and uncertainty in production
planning. In this study Professor Cochrane seeks to get at the root of the trouble by, first, exploring and
exposing what he considers a basic fallacy in our present day thinking and approach to the farm problem.
This is the widely held myth of an automatically adjusting agriculture, an agriculture that is always out of
balance because of an "emergency." This myth, he points out, beclouds the issues involved in the whole farm
problem.

The farm price myth splits two ways in the public mind, Mr. Cochrane explains, but these divergent attitudes
represent differences only in mechanics, not in principle, and they are equally effective in obscuring the real
picture. One segment of the public believes that agriculture, if left alone for a while, would gravitate toward
and stabilize at some desirable level and pattern of prices, production, and incomes. The other segment
believes that the same result would occur if agriculture were given a temporary, helping hand by the
government. Mr. Cochrane shows the fallacies inherent in both of these convictions by presenting an
integrated, overall picture of farm price behavior as it really exists. On a basis of this realistic view, he
presents the two alternatives or hard policy choices that he believes the American farmer faces today.

Willard W. Cochrane is Professor Emeritus of Agricultural and Applied Economics at the University of
Minnesota. He is the author of a number of books, including The City Man's Guide to the Farm Problem and
Farm Prices: Myth and Reality. He previously served as an economist with the Food and Agriculture
Organization of the United Nations and with the U.S. Department of Agriculture. He is the co-author of
Economics of American Agriculture and Economics of Consumption.
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From reader reviews:

Tony Sanford:

This book untitled Farm Prices: Myth and Reality (Minnesota Archive Editions) to be one of several books
in which best seller in this year, this is because when you read this reserve you can get a lot of benefit upon
it. You will easily to buy this book in the book retailer or you can order it via online. The publisher of the
book sells the e-book too. It makes you quicker to read this book, because you can read this book in your
Mobile phone. So there is no reason to you to past this book from your list.

Jeremy Quick:

A lot of people always spent their very own free time to vacation or perhaps go to the outside with them
household or their friend. Were you aware? Many a lot of people spent that they free time just watching TV,
or perhaps playing video games all day long. In order to try to find a new activity here is look different you
can read some sort of book. It is really fun in your case. If you enjoy the book which you read you can spent
the whole day to reading a e-book. The book Farm Prices: Myth and Reality (Minnesota Archive Editions) it
is quite good to read. There are a lot of those who recommended this book. These were enjoying reading this
book. In the event you did not have enough space to develop this book you can buy often the e-book. You
can m0ore very easily to read this book from your smart phone. The price is not to cover but this book
possesses high quality.

Theresa Nash:

This Farm Prices: Myth and Reality (Minnesota Archive Editions) is great publication for you because the
content that is full of information for you who else always deal with world and have to make decision every
minute. That book reveal it details accurately using great organize word or we can claim no rambling
sentences within it. So if you are read this hurriedly you can have whole facts in it. Doesn't mean it only will
give you straight forward sentences but hard core information with beautiful delivering sentences. Having
Farm Prices: Myth and Reality (Minnesota Archive Editions) in your hand like obtaining the world in your
arm, information in it is not ridiculous one particular. We can say that no publication that offer you world
inside ten or fifteen moment right but this e-book already do that. So , it is good reading book. Hey Mr. and
Mrs. occupied do you still doubt that?

David Wade:

Beside that Farm Prices: Myth and Reality (Minnesota Archive Editions) in your phone, it may give you a
way to get more close to the new knowledge or information. The information and the knowledge you may
got here is fresh from oven so don't be worry if you feel like an old people live in narrow village. It is good
thing to have Farm Prices: Myth and Reality (Minnesota Archive Editions) because this book offers for your
requirements readable information. Do you sometimes have book but you rarely get what it's about. Oh come
on, that won't happen if you have this with your hand. The Enjoyable set up here cannot be questionable,



such as treasuring beautiful island. So do you still want to miss the item? Find this book and also read it from
currently!
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